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persons were engaged in public life, he succeeded by his individual capacity in attaining to the highest place, whilst for years before he became Prime Minister he was regarded with respect and often with admiration by those who were the best able to appreciate political merit. A tiresome manner, an almost wearisome knowledge of parliamentary forms and history, involved speech, all tending, it has been said, to hide the deficiencies of his mind and to impose upon his hearers, will not permit a politician without remarkable capacity to reach the place which Harley attained.
Harley's life as a whole, especially his birth, his family, and his character, have not been sufficently considered; isolated facts have been dwelt on so as to give them undue importance, and his career has been generally surveyed from the point of view of other times, detached from its political atmosphere. His actions have been tested by a different standard from that which prevailed in his own time, when duplicity was regarded as statesmanship, and when De Foe could assert as necessary what he calls "that old maxim of Politicks" that "men might be made use of when they can serve us, without any real design to serve them"; in other words, that deception was admirable. Statements cannot be too carefully received if made when truth is at a discount, and when exaggerated eulogy is considered as little more than common courtesy. We